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1. BRITISH COLLEAGUES REPORT FROM THEIR EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
THAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT IS CONSIDERING GRANTING PERMISSION 
FOR SOME FIVE JOURNALISTS TO VISIT DIEGO GARCIA. THEY ONLY 
LEARNED THIS WHEN THEY NOTIFIED LONDON AND THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON ABOUT ALAN BRADFORD'S REQUEST TO VISIT DIEGO 
GARCIA FOR ABC NEWS (REETEL). AS THE BRITISH HAVE IT, DEEENSE 
IS IN FAVOR OF A VISIT NOW TO SHOW HOW LIMITED THE FACILITY 
IS TODAY AND HOW LIMITED ARE THE AREAS FOR ITS FUTURE EXPANSION, 
AND THE DPEARTMENT IS REPORTED NOT TO HAVE REACHED A DECISION 
ON THE MATOER. I DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY I HAD TO LEARN ABOUT 
THIS SECOND HAND EROM THE BRITISH HERE. 
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2. MY VIEW us STILL THAT THE LESS SAID ABOUT DIEGO GARCIA 

THE BETTER. SHOWING JOURNALISTS THE "AUSTERE COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY" NOW WILL ONLY WHET THEIR APPATITE FOR INFORMATION 
ON HOW PLUSH IT IS EXPECTED TO BECOME IN THE FUTURE. EURTHERMORE, 

IF WE PERMIT A VISIT NOW, ARE WE IN EFFECT COMMITTING OURSELVES 
TO PERMIT LATER VISITS? REEUSAL TO PERMIT A LATER VISIT WOULD 
BE SEEN AS CONCEALMENT. 

3. PLEASE KEEP ME INFORMED WHAT YOU INTEND TO DO ABOUT THIS 
VISIT QUESTION, INCLUDING WHAT CORRESPONDENTS AND FROM WHAT 
COUNTRIES YOU PLAN TO INCLUDE, BEEORE IT ALL APPEARS IN THE 
PRESS. 

MOYNIHAN 
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